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    $ 975.13.  Whoa, the last report stated $2619.24. Where did it all go? 
A brief overview of our expenses incurred since December’s News Letter include our 
annual insurance at $600.00, $955.00 Hunt Test (income of $790.00) and that includes 
judges gifts and the AKC fees for applications and then for fees by entry.  Bird fees alone 
for the Hunt Test were $480.00. $455.00 expense for a new propane grill and a re-supply of 
Hunt Test Ribbons which cost us $295.00.  On the income side we have received $181.00 in 
bird sales to club members at our original cost. Annual dues have been coming in at a slow 
rate but we have received $415.00 up to this report time. Fun Hunt brought us $155.00 



exclusive of the costs of birds.  We also received reimbursement of $150.00 from the Rio 
Grande Bird Dog Club for their share of the porta potty expenses during the December 
field trial.  I would like to remind the club that we are a non profit organization and as long 
as we have the resources to support our events and various other programs like Training 
and the Youth Quail Hunt and pay our bills then I think we are doing fine. I have heard 
that getting our 501 c (3) exemption from the IRS would benefit the club tremendously 
especially when we are soliciting contributions. If anyone in the club has knowledge 
of the process and the related paper work to submit to the IRS I would 
appreciate them contacting me. 
 

   
 Dave   
 
Spring has sprung, the snakes are being seen and 
the warm weather is upon us.  
 
Boy I don’t know about you all, but I am sure happy to see a little break on the horizon. 
We have had a busy slate so far these first 4 months, but things are winding down. 
Going back to our Hunt Test in September the months have been full of doggie events 
to keep our idle minds and hands busy. Training is in full swing and I hope those of you 
that need to brush up “Ole Blue” will join us. We have a good supply of birds, both 
pigeons and Bob White Quail.  Our recently completed Johnny House has given us the 
opportunity to preserve birds that are left over after our events. If you haven’t had the 
time to renew your membership then we will be reminding you via a new post card 
format that Barbara has developed for us.  It seems our email renewal doesn’t work too 
well, perhaps folks receive the email then forget to print out the renewal and return it to 
us, so we will change our methods for next year. In the meantime please put your check 
in the mail to us for your renewal. We don’t want you and your dog to miss out on any 
club happenings. Here are updates on some other projects that we have been working 
on: 

·  Club Trailer .  Progress of late has been slow. There is still plenty of work to be 
done but we have managed to get all of the club equipment and event supplies 
stored in the trailer. That has cleaned out one of our bedrooms so my wife is 
happy about that. Still much work to be done to include wiring, re-work of the 
propane bottle, better storage racks and priming and painting of the trailer. We 
did manage to find a good buy on a propane grill at the Target store so we have 



that in the trailer now. A good paint job will finish it off and hopefully we can get to 
that this year.  

·  Youth Quail Hunt. We will plan on a Feb Youth Quail Hunt. Several of you have 
expressed an interest in supporting this important project so please give Chris 
Orndorff a call and let him know how you can help. 

·   Hunt Test. Chris Sterner has volunteered to chair the next AKC Hunt Test. The 
only condition on that is that we do it in conjunction with another club so we can 
host a dual event. Rising costs and expenses related to competition are just 
about forcing the end of stand alone events. Hopefully we can work out an 
agreement with either the SAGSP club or the Arizona Pointing Dog Club. This 
will allow us to maximize the entries. 

·  Buddy Hunt.  In recent discussions with some of the members I asked them 
about a Buddy Hunt for the fall club Fun Hunt. Most thought it was good idea, so 
this next hunt in the fall, probably around the quail season or right before we will 
have an open fun hunt where each member can bring a non-member to 
participate in our fun and our enjoyment of our bird dogs. Let me know if you 
want to help with this hunt. The buddies will be a shooting/hunting team to 
compete with the other teams. 

·  Mearns Quail Hunt.  The Board of Directors have put on the yearly event 
schedule a Mearns Quail Hunt. We could all camp out in an area then depart on 
the day to individually hunt then return to camp in the eve for stories, good food 
and tales of the day! 

 
�����������	��

���  A couple of weeks ago I got a call from Allan Bartlow who 
started the pheasant hunting preserve in Elfrida last fall. He is very grateful to the many members 
who supported his scheduled hunts especially for those hunts where there were no dogs in the 
hunting party. Nearing the end of the season Allan conducted a drawing and placed all the names 
in the hat of those that had a paid hunt at his place this first season. Buck Mantsch was lucky 
enough to win that drawing so Buck got in another trip to Elfrida with his hunting pal, Olga. 
They are pictured on the Western Wings web site. Jan Rominger is also pictured there with one 
of her and Lon’s Brits.  Allan had called me to invite me to join him on the last day of their 
preserve hunting schedule so I went over on the 6th of April.   All in all Allan and his son and 
partner, A.J. were pleased with their first year. They went through quite a few pheasants, starting 
with 500 and getting down to around 100. They are encouraged and most appreciative of the club 
dogs that supported some of their hunts. I will make sure the participation gets spread around for 
the next season in the fall. I have a sign up roster of those that expressed an interest in letting 
their dogs support the hunts over there.  Western Wings has also expressed an interest in 
supporting our Youth Quail Hunt in Feb and Allan has offered up an afternoon hunt along with a 
morning hunt with an overnight camp at their preserve in Elfrida. That is most generous, now all 
we have to do is figure out who we let in the Youth Quail Hunt participate in the Hunt. I see 
some kind of drawing or competition on the horizon. Recommendations or ideas should be 
submitted to Chris Orndorff. For the wives out there, if you are looking for an elusive or 
special gift for that husband of yours then contact Allan for a special memory that your 
husband and his dog will forever remember. 
 



I also plan on talking to Allan about the possibility of a Club Membership discount at his 
shooting preserve and perhaps scheduling a full weekend at Elfrida complete with his full set up 
to include walled hunter’s type tents and the evening cookout.  
 

 FUN HUNT AND ANNUAL ELECTION 
 
We were pressed for time after the end of hunting s eason and we 
had planned to have an earlier than April Fun Hunt and election. 
We finally got to it on 5 April with a good turn ou t. I ran into 
Lon Rominger a few weeks back at the hospital and h e had asked 
me to be replaced on the board of directors. Jackie  Olmsted (Our 
own Jackie O) has replaced Lon. Lon felt guilty abo ut his 
schedule and not being able to support the club as much as he 
would like. He and Jan spend a lot of time on the r oad with 
their NSTRA trialing, but have been a real blessing  to the club 
and our events.  Jackie O’s 12 year old Brittany, D oc, continues 
to compete for that final leg on his Master Hunt ti tle. She has 
plans to keep going after it as long as old Doc is able. Jackie 
is a snow bird club member that has tons of informa tion about 
pigeons. She has been a long time breeder of homing  pigeons and 
she is advising the club on how to set up a good co op for 
homers. I think that is one area where we could do better as a 
coop of homers would provide us with a constant sup ply of birds 
during our early training with the young dogs.  Wit h bird costs 
rising we need to figure out alternative means to s upply our 
training program. The rest of our official meeting centered on 
discussions for the training program, ideas and way s to generate 
interest. We started on the 12 th  and will continue for an 
extended period. Members have dogs in various degre es of being 
finished and training provides an opportunity to wo rk on those 
areas where your dog needs the work. We also have t wo new 
members to the club and they are participating in t he starting 
phase of their new dogs. 
 
FUN HUNT:  I hope you all received the photo show w e made of the 
Fun Hunt. We got some great pics and some great dog  work as 
well. The shooting wasn’t too bad either. It is a g ood way to 
keep your dog tuned up and your eye and shotgun tec hniques 
polished. We will plan on another one this fall bef ore the quail 
season starts. Anyone that wants to help, we are ju st a phone 
call away. 
 



  Part of the process for continuing education is to 
volunteer for key positions for the events that the  club is planning on sponsoring.  
Hunt Test Chairman and Secretary are two significan t jobs that we need filled 
each time we sponsor one. You will get plenty of he lp and guidance from the “old’ 
hands, but we really need to build our knowledge ba se with the club. Members 
should be willing to step forward and volunteer to take the lead on this important 
event.   This applies to all of our events. At our recent fi eld trial I can count on one 
hand the members that showed up to help. The weight  of the club should not be 
carried on the back of a few members but shared acr oss the membership at large. 
It doesn’t matter if you don’t field trial, hunt te st or anything else. What does 
matter is that you show up to help in anyway that y ou can. There are club 
projects, photography needs, luncheons, paper work,  set up/tear down, raffle 
support, etc so there is a way you can help. Let us  know how you want to help!  
 

  
 
Johnny House Project.  I am noticing fresh quail eggs in our JH the past few 
times I have checked on the birds. During this spring season it is unwise to 
flush birds out of the house as they don’t want to return to the covey due to 
the urges of Mother Nature. We still need to install more entrance funnels to 
entice the birds to return. Of course we won’t be doing that until after this 
spring mating season is over.  We do have birds available for individual use by 
members so if you need some please contact me. We have enough on hand to 
help us with our training sessions on Saturday’s plus there are pigeons 
available also. The present batch of quail I got from Dave Hackman are very 
wild and good fliers. Great for dog work. FYI, HACKMAN’S TEL. NUMBER 
IS 520-647-7124 
 
 

 
 



Cochise Bird Dog Club Members gain legs or grab wins. 
 
The brag section of the Newsletter. Plenty of room for your news and 
accomplishments. Anything will be included. 
 

·  Mike Jones and his young English Setter, Buster gained the hard earned Master Hunt 
Title with his two passes at the club’s March Hunt Test. Things finally fell into place for 
Buster as he had some tough situations develop in previous tests. It proves the old adage 
that if something can go wrong it will go wrong! A dog with a MH title is significant 
accomplishment. Congrats to Mike and Buster, what next? 

 
·  Chris Sterner and Holly tacked on additional legs in her Senior Hunter title. She is one 

shy of competing that process. 
 

·  Las Animas Salsa (Peggy), 4 yo old Pointer Female, grabbed two impressive placements 
at the Rio Grande and Hondo Valley Field Trial Club trials in February. Peggy is now 
fully qualified to compete in Amateur Championships. It was a thrill to get Peggy around 
clean on her birds. She has always had the race and class on the ground, her problem was 
handling her bird work. We have finally got her over that hurdle.  

 
·  Right On Lucy, a 13 Month old Pointer that I acquired from Rich and Mary Darling’s 

litter last year, had some bird work in her field trial debut at the Hefker-Vega Ranch in 
New Mexico in February.  Consequently she won third place and that qualifies her for 
championships in the future. Because it was in an Open stake and I am an Amateur she is 
now fully qualified to compete in any Championship held under the purview of the 
American Field/AFTCA. You remember the little pup that was running around last year 
and fetching pigeons at our training sessions. She is maturing nicely. Lucy is a litter mate 
to Copper that is mentioned elsewhere by Chris Sterner. 

 
·  Todd Fielitz of Casa Grande and a new member of our club sent us the following. Sage, 

Todd’s GSP  finished her AKC Master Hunter title a few weeks ago at the Vizsla hunt 
test in Paulden, AZ. Todd had planned to compete her in our March Hunt Tests but she 
came into season right before the tests and he had to pull her entry.�

 
·  Congrats to Nick Besenick and his male GSP, Luke’s big win at Tombstone. A well 

earned Championship in the NGSPA R12 Open Shooting Dog Championships. There 
will be no need to accumulate those elusive AKC points for a Championship as Luke has 
won the title by winning an hour NGSPA Championship sanctioned by AFTCA. 

 
·  Lon and Jan Rominger have grabbed some recent placements in the NSTRA events held 

in Utah. Boz and Maggie, two of their Brits won a 1st place and three thirds. Congrats to 
them for this impressive showing. 

 
 



 
MEMBERS MAIL BOX! 
News from around the membership. Anything goes! 
 
From Chris Sterner: Holly received her second and third legs of her 
Senior Hunter.  Also, found a few quail last year a nd performed 
like a champ.  Love this dog!!! (See pics).  I plan  to complete 
her Senior Hunter title this year and begin the roa d to her 
Masters. I also took her out to Elfrida to the Phea sant preserve 
and provided assistance.   
 
Copper (14 month male Pointer) has begun his traini ng for the 
past four weeks and is already standing his birds.  He has a 
fantastic desire and last week we actually dropped the check-
cord and he found, pointed, and held his birds.  He  is also a 
natural retriever, hopefully stay that way, and bri ngs the birds 
to hand.  Of course there is still a little puppy p lay, but it 
to is fun.  If everything remains on schedule, I pl an to run 
Copper in the Senior Hunter events this Fall. 
 
I am excited about both Holly and Copper and am loo king forward 
to not only Quail season but the Hunt Tests and Fie ld Trials.  I 
can't wait, these two are awesome!!  
 

 
Holly after the hunt 
I am pooped Dad when do we go home so you can get these birds cleaned! Get me your pictures 
for inclusion here. Chris always manages to send me some shots. 
 
From Andy Rapp:  In response to your earlier request: 
The obvious ... getting ready to have our second ch ild. Leah and 
I are building a Pharmacy back in Pennsylvania ... north of 



Pittsburgh.  The planned opening is for July 2008. I'll stay in 
the SV area until August/September ....  
Training: with the much appreciated help of the clu b amenities 
and Higgins' patience (i.e. getting you out of bed,  coordinating 
pigeon care, use of the Johnny House, I've been abl e to break in 
two stubborn Vizslas. They are not completed yet .. . and of 
course under the care and supervision of Mike Jones , I've been 
able to do this with two to three days of consisten t training, 
analysis and repetition .... I took the dogs out fo r about 5 
hunting sessions on Mearns Quail on the backside/So uthwest of 
the Huachuca Mountains.  Because my dogs could not pick up the 
scent of the ever-elusive Mearns, they never pointe d ... but 
they hunted like the devil.  They kicked up/startle d some very 
nice coveys ... I just had to be QUICK!!!!!  I only  seemed to 
muster one Mearns without ever getting a point from  my dogs ... 
That first dead Mearns seemed to kick them in high gear though.   
 
Lately I've taken a break from the training to focu s on family, 
the pharmacy and getting ready for our second child .  The club 
has been an awesome escape from Fantasy (e.g. WORK)  and allowed 
me to spend some quality time with my girls.   
 
Thanks to you Dave, Mike and the rest of the club. 
 
Comment: Andy and Leah are expecting their second c hild this 
month, so we will have some happy news in the comin g weeks. 
 
 

 Snake Aversion Training! is another  service 
the club is doing for the  general public. The last session is set for 3 May at my 
son’s house which is next door to me.  There are about 20 dogs signed up so 
far and I expect more of them. The training differs slightly from the Bill 
Gibbons approach with some add ins that I think are of particular 
importance. I strongly recommend attending the session if your dog is ready 
for this training. See the club web site for further information. 
 



 
Annual Shotgun Raffle.  Nick Besenick had the winning ticket.  Nick 
and I were finally able to get together at the recent SAGSP Walking Field Trial at Roads 
Canyon area, Empire ranch. Here is the picture to prove that I gave him the shotgun. It 
seems we just couldn’t make the connection and I told Nick that I had to have a picture so 
the club members wouldn’t think my fire arms collection was increasing! 
 
We have started discussion about this year’s raffle, type of shotgun, when to start, etc. We 
seem to have arrived at the decision to buy a Weatherby, 20 GA O/U, with 26” barrels.  A 
nice quail gun for this area, and a brand name with recognition. 
 

 
 
New Members: We welcome the following new members since our December 
News Letter. 
We are sure these new members are going to be great assets to the club and we 
welcome them with open arms. 

·  Camille Hamadani and family. Camille, is a Master Sergeant in the US 
Marine Corps assigned to Ft. Huachuca. He recently acquired a young GSP 
from Bob and Sandy Deitering in Elfrida. One of the first things that Camille 
looked into was training for his young charge. He is joining us in the weekly 
sessions at Empire Ranch. 

·  Alex Clinesmith and family. Alex and family reside in Sahuarita and will 
make the weekly trek to the Empire ranch training sessions. They are the 
proud owners of an Elhew line bred Pointer that they acquired from Les 
Greer in Benson. I have exchanged emails with Alex and he like, Camille is 
very interested in developing his dog and not making critical mistakes early 
on in the dog’s development.  

 



 
COMMITTEE SIGN UPS:  Be sure and volunteer for at least one committee 
while renewing your club membership. If you don’t we will be calling you! Oh 
heck we will call you anyway! I would like to mention that just signing up for a 
committee doesn’t get the work done. We pretty well keep you informed of 
upcoming events so it seems that a little initiative on your part will be greatly 
appreciated. Committees and Chairpersons are listed below. 

·  Field Trial, Dave 
·  Hunt Tests, Mike Jones 
·  Fun Hunts,  
·  Gunning, Chris Sterner 
·  Special Projects, Dave 
·  Youth Quail Hunt, Chris Orndorff 
·  Social Events/Food, Jeanette Higgins 
·  Training, Mike and Chris Sterner 
·  Birds, Dave 
·  Web Master, Andy Rapp.  Dee Hartnek has agreed to take up the slack on 

this important task, so her willingness to grab the ball and run is welcome.  
 

 
  KEY EVENTS WATCH 
 
Put these on your radar! We can always use the help 

·  Training, Saturday’s at Sonoita, until heat stops us. Call Mike Jones for 
additional days in the week. 

·  Snake Aversion, Saturday, 3 May at Dave’s house (next door) 
·  Annual Shotgun Raffle Ticket Sales, o/a 1 July. Kickoff! 
·  Buddy Fun Hunt, 10/4/08 
·  AKC Hunt Test (Pending), 11/15&16/08 
·  Mearn’s Quail Hunt, 11/29/08 
·  AFTCA Field Trial, Bennett Ranch, 12/13&14/08 
·  Raffle Drawing for Shotgun, 12/14/08 
·  Youth Quail Hunt, 2/21/09 



·  Pheasant Hunt at Western Wings, Feb/March 09? 
 
 

   ��������������������������������  
 Copper, 13 month old Pointer owned by Chris Sterner. Mike and Chris have been 
working with Copper now for about 6-8 weeks. This was his last training session at 
Sonoita. He is now at the turn loose stage after Mike and Chris have built the 
platform for him. The nails for the platform, patience, repetition and silence! 
 
Thanks so much to Denny and Barbara Hershberger for passing on a set of the 
West-Gibbons dvd’s that were made in Texas in 2006. To my knowledge this is the 
last seminar in which Mr. West participated. Most of his guidance was issued from 
a rocking chair as he was not physically able to get around during the dog work but 
his mind was plenty sharp.  I will be making several copies of the videos and they 
will be available to club members but this time with strict controls when they are 
issued. We also have a copy of the Bill West/Gibbons training booklet that was 
assembled by key members of the Pointing Dog Yahoo Group. The booklet allows 
you to refer to the written word so you can stay on track while you are developing 
your dog using the West-Gibbons methods.  I have been handing those booklets 
out at our training sessions.  I am compiling a photo show of the training steps and 
methods, describing each of them and that will be put onto cd’s for the 
membership for future reference. Send me your good training shots and if there is 
any video out there please let me have some of that. I thought since we have at 
least two new club members and three or four young dogs in our training that the 
following article by Mike Jones, would be appropriate. 
 

STOP AND STAND STILL 
By Mike Jones 

 
 
Recently I was talking out in the training grounds and realized that for some the concept of 
teaching the pointing dog to stop and stand still was unfathomable.  In an attempt to overcome 
this I thought perhaps an expanded explanation was a good thing. 
 



The reason we want the dog to learn to stop and stand still is simply put if one grasps the idea 
that all of the different things except for retrieving is based on that idea.  The point is basically 
that but more important than just that when we want to have a mechanism to control the situation 
and teach the dog to be steady to wing and shot.  The dog is taught to point by a simulated wild 
flush repeated until the dog realizes on its own that it cannot rush or sneak up on the bird 
successfully and points instead.  Now here is the problem if you have not taught a mechanism to 
reinforce the steadiness than it is reasonable to believe that the dog’s steadiness will always be in 
question.  This can be overcome by the processes previously explained in the Use of the Pinch 
Collar, and The Introduction of the Electric Collar.  If you have taught as these articles support 
the dog to stop and stand on command than the mechanism exists to stop the dog on its break and 
using that conditioned response teach the dog to be steady to wing and shot. 
 
An off shoot of this is that as we train the dog with the Pinch Collar and later the E-Collar we use 
those opportunities that present themselves to teach the dog to stop on a flush and to honor 
another dogs point.  In fact what we do is set the stage for the mechanism we have been 
developing to be used to also reinforce these two additional activities as well.  Obviously if the 
E-Collar has been used to be the signal for the dog to stop and stand still than it can be used to 
stop the dog each and every time it encounters a wild flush or another dog on point.   Once again 
after a sufficient number of repetitions the dog will begin to stop to the flush and honor a point.  
 
Therefore it is to develop the mechanism for control that we teach the dog to stop and stand still.  
In the program developed by Bill West and Bill Gibbons we are developing a dog’s potential and 
trying not to remove any of its enthusiasm.  One of the biggest differences between their 
program and others I have observed is the word teach.  It is a word that is not in the vocabulary 
of the breakers and I am sorry to say that the dogs reflect the difference in style and intensity. 
 
 

  Organizational Web Sites of importance. 
 
URL’S are embedded in the logo when they are not displayed. Hold your control 
key down and click on the logo. That should take you to the web site. 
 

·    Andy Rapp has done some good work with our club web site. 
He has really jazzed it up and it looks good. He is open to any ideas to 
make it more useful. 

 



·  A large and useful site that keeps you abreast of all AKC events and 
other sponsored activities. Also registration info, etc. 

 
·    Check for current and scheduled American Field Trials, 

Registration information, etc. 
 

·    Amateur Field Trial Clubs of America. You can get copies of the 
by-laws, etc. If your dog has placed in an AFTCA trial then they will be listed in the huge 
data base that they have. The only organization in the United States devoted to 
supporting the Amateur! 

 

·    Region 12 Field Trial Association and access to Arizona and New Mexico 
AFTCA and American Field Events. Dog of the Year awards and recent trial results. 
Organization overview and current officers and board. 

 

·    On line access to NSTRA including event drawing and a double double 
drawing system. 

 
On Line Shopping for Dog Related Items (No endorsement is implied or provided) 
 

·  http://www.drsfostersmith.com/ 
·  Tri-tronics:   http://www.tritronics.com/  

 
·  Innotek:  http://www.innotek.net/index.shtml 

 
·  http://www.lcsupply.com/ 

 
Please feel free to pass your favorite sites on to Andy Rapp and he will add them to the club web 
site links page. 
 
 
 

 


